PATRICK O'BRYAN
life, which he had so surprisingly retrieved, to a much better
purpose than he had employed the former part of it.
These friends offered to contribute in any manner he
should desire towards his living privately and honestly. He
promised them very fairly, and for some time kept within due
bounds, while the sense of what he had escaped remained
fresh in his mind; but the time was not long before, in spite
of all the admonitions and assistance he received, he returned
again to his villainies like a dog to his vomit, leaving his kind
benefactors, stealing a fresh horse, and taking once more
to the highway, where he grew as audacious as ever.
It was not above a year after his former execution before
he met with the gentleman again who had convicted him
before, and attacked him in the same manner. The poor
gentleman was not so much surprised at being stopped on
the road as he was at seeing the person who did it, being
certain it was the very man whom he had seen executed.
This consternation was so great that he could not help dis-
covering it, by saying : " How comes this to pass ? I thought
you had been hanged a twelvemonth ago/' " So I was,"
says Patrick, " and therefore you ought to imagine that
what you see now is only my ghost. However, lest you
should be so uncivil as to hang my ghost too, I think it my
best way to secure you." Upon this he discharged a pistol
through the gentleman's head; and, not content with that,
dismounting from his horse, he drew out a sharp hanger from
his side and cut the dead carcass into several pieces.
This piece of barbarity was followed by another, which
was rather more horrible yet. Patrick, with four more as bad
as himself, having intelligence that Lancelot Wilmot, Esq.,
of Wiltshire, had a great deal of money and plate in his
house, which stood in a lonely place about a mile and a
half from Trowbridge, they beset it one night and got in.
When they were entered they tied and gagged the three
servants, and then proceeded to the old gentleman's room,
where he was in bed with his lady. They served both these
in the same manner, and then went into the daughter's
chamber* This young lady they severally forced one after